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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District 

236,649  acres 

Mid  year  estimate  of  the  population  of 

Llandeilo  R.D.C. 

24,150 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses 

7,927 

Number  of  Council  Houses 

1,062 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  . . 

3.1 

Number  of  Births 

345 

Number  of  Deaths  

301 

Rateable  value 

£400,077 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

£568/14/1 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Twelfth  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1963. 


I am  glad  to  state  that  it  was  a fairly  good  year  for  public 
health  in  the  district,  in  spite  of  the  very  severe  wintry  weather 
experienced  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 


However,  the  Registrar  General’s  mid  year  estimated  popul- 
ation figure  dropped  by  150  to  24,150,  although  there  were  36 
fewer  deaths  during  the  year.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  deaths 
from  coronary  disease  and  cancer,  including  five  suffering  from  lung 
cancer.  There  was  a considerable  decrease  in  deaths  from  all  forms 
of  respiratory  disease  in  spite  of  the  weather.  They  accounted  for 
only  twenty-six  deaths  compared  to  forty-nine  in  1962.  There  was 
no  outbreak  of  influenza  and  it  caused  no  deaths  during  the  year. 


Once  again  I wish  to  thank  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  his  Assistants  for  their  loyal  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the 
department,  also  other  members  of  the  Staff  and  the  Council  for 
their  continued  interest  and  support. 


I am,  your  obedient  servant, 


GLADYS  M.  HERBERT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

LIVE  BIRTHS 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

334 

170 

164 

Illegitimate  . . 

11 

4 

7 

Legitimate  and  Illegitimate 

345 

174 

171 

STILL  BIRTHS 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

12 

7 

5 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Legitimate  and  Illegitimate 

12 

7 

5 

BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF 

MORTALITY 


BIRTH  RATES 


Llandeilo 

R.D.C. 

c.c.c. 

England 
& Wales 

Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  population 
Legitimate  1 3.83  T 
Illegitimate  0.45  J 

14.28 

14.57 

18.20 

Illegitimate  live  births  per 
cent  of  total  live  births  . . 

4.38 

3.92 

5.90 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
total  births 

33.61 

26.09 
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INFANT  DEATHS 

Under  1 week 


c 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

6 

2 

4 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Under  4 weeks 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

6 

2 

4 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Under  1 Year 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

11 

5 

6 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 


Premat- 

urity 

Congenital 

defects 

Infective 

Others 

Totals 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

M 

F 

1 Day 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

3 

Under  1 Hour 

Under  1 Week 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

1 

Under  1 Year 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 1 

3 

2 

Total 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 1 

5 
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INFANT  DEATH  RATES 


per  1,000  Live  Births 


Llandeilo 

R.D.C. 

c.c.c. 

England 
& Wales 

Under  one  year 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

31.87 

0.00 

31.87 

28.03 

20.09 

Under  four  weeks  . . 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

17.39 

0.00 

17.39 

19.37 

15.10 

Infant  deaths  under  one  week 
Legitimate  ..  17.39 

Illegitimate  . . 0.00 

17.39 

17.31 

Perinatal  mortality.  Still  births 
and  Infant  deaths  in  first 
week  of  life  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births. 

64.20 

42.95 

' 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


Llandeilo 

c.c.c. 

England 

R.D.C. 

& Wales 

Number  of  Deaths 

1 

Deaths  per  1,000 
(live  and  still  births) 

0.04 

0.80 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  IN  1963 


There  was  a decrease  of  36  in  the  number  of  deaths,  compared 
with  1962. 

Pneumoconiosis  was  a cause  of  death  in  12  males,  accounting 
over  7%  of  the  deaths.  Their  ages  varied  from  53  to  88  years  with 
an  average  age  of  68  years. 

Number  of  deaths  — 301 

Male  — 166  Female  — 135 

55%  of  all  male  deaths  were  65  and  over 
75%  of  all  female  deaths  were  65  and  over 

43%  of  all  male  deaths  were  70  and  over 
63%  of  all  female  deaths  were  70  and  over 

18%  of  all  male  deaths  were  80  and  over 
29%  of  all  female  deaths  were  80  and  over 

3%  of  all  male  deaths  were  90  and  over 
4.4%  of  all  female  deaths  were  90  and  over 
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DEATH  RATES 


Llandeilo 

c.c.c. 

England 

R.D.C. 

& Wales 

All  Causes  . . 

12.46 

14.35 

12.20 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  EACH  DISEASE 
with  rates  per  1,000  population 


Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Other  tuberculous  diseases  . . 
Poliomyelitis 
Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Cancer 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  diseases  . . 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . . 

Peptic  Ulcers 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Nephrosis  and  Nephritis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 
Pregnancy  or  Child  Birth  . . 
Congenital  malformations  . . 

Motor  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 
All  causes 


Male 

Female 

Rates 

0 

1 

0.04 

0 

0 

0.00 

0 

0 

0.00 

0 

0 

0.00 

23 

23 

1.90 

2 

1 

1.12 

0 

0 

0.00 

22 

25 

1.94 

54 

19 

3.02 

3 

3 

0.24 

8 

24 

1.32 

6 

11 

0.59 

0 

0 

0.00 

5 

0 

0.21 

6 

3 

0.37 

9 

3 

0.49 

0 

1 

0.04 

1 

1 

0.08 

1 

0 

0.04 

3 

0 

0.12 

0 

1 

0.04 

2 

1 

0.12 

1 

0 

0.04 

4 

7 

0.46 

2 

1 

0.12 

14 

10 

0.99 

166 

135 

12.46 

301 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 

There  were  49  deaths  from  Cancer  and  Leukaemia  this  year — 
an  increase  of  5,  25  male  and  24  female.  Five  of  the  males  died  of 
cancer  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus  and  were  in  the  age  groups  of 
55-75  years. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  CANCER  DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  SITES  AND  AGES 
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LLANDEILO  R.D.C. — 2.02  C.C.C. — 2.14  England  & Wales — 2.20 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 


This  year  there  were  a few  cases  of  Measles  and  Dysentery,  and 
only  1 case  of  Pneumonia,  in  spite  of  the  extremely  severe  winter. 
There  was  a small  outbreak  of  Dysentery  in  a neighbouring 
authority  and  the  few  cases  notified  in  this  area  were  probably 
contacts. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Llandeilo  R.D.C.  C.C.C. 


Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 

Meningococcal  encephalitis 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia 


1963 

1962 

1963 

1962 

0 

3 

31 

44 

39 

23 

1257 

300 

0 

1 

4 

6 

0 

235 

1 0 

46 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


Diphtheria:  . , 

For  the  17th  year  in  succession  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurre 
in  the  District,  but  cases  are  continuing  to  occur  throughout  t i 
country  so  parents  should  ensure  that  their  chfidren  are  pr^ected 
^^inoculation.  This  can  be  obtained  free  from  the  Fam.ly  Doetor 
or  at  the  local  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 
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During  the  year  the  majority  of  children  were  given  a triple 
antigen  containing  Diptheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus,  but 
a few  received  a quadruple  antigen  in  (Whooping  Cough),  polio- 
myelitis was  added. 


A few  received  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  combined  or  Whoop- 
ing Cough  and  Tetanus,  the  remainder  who  had  previously  been 
vaccinated  against  some  of  these  diseases  received  Diphtheria  or 
Whooping  Cough  alone. 


Table  of  Inoculation  given: 

Under  5 years  5/14  years  Booster 


Trigen 
Quadruple 
Diphtheria/Tetanus 
Whooping  Cough/Tetanus  . . 
Diphtheria  only 
Whooping  Cough  only 


119  1 3 

8 — _ 

1 — 1 

15  2 1 

2 — _ 


Smallpox : 

Considerably  fewer  vaccinations  were  performed  this  year 
as  usual  by  the  family  doctor  and  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 
Separate  figures  for  the  district  are  not  available,  but  those  for  the 
whole  County  are  as  follows:- 


Age  at  date  of 
Vaccination 

No.  Vaccinated 

No.  Revaccinated 

Under  1 year 

155 

0 

1 year  . . 

73 

0 

2 — 4 years 

9 

3 

5 — 14  years 

9 

5 

15  or  over 

28 

64 
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Poliomyelitis : 

Oral  vaccine  practically  replaced  the  injections  of  salk  vaccine, 
and  was  given  to  large  numbers  of  children  in  school.  The  total 
figures  for  the  whole  County  are  as  follows 

No.  of  persons  who  have  received 
2 injections  of  3 doses  of 
Age  Groups  salk  vaccine  oral  vaccine 


Children  born  1963 

4 

208 

Children  born  1962 

40 

802 

Children  born  1961 

27 

308 

Children  and  Young  Persons 
born  in  years  1943-1960 

55 

18,131 

Young  Persons  born  1933-1942 

14 

84 

Others  . . 

22 

95 

Total 

162 

19,628 

Number  of  persons  given  3rd  injection  of  salk 

480 

Number  of  persons  given  4th  injection  of  salk 

• • 

104 

Number  of  persons  given  a reinforcing  dose  of  oral 
vaccine  after  3 salk  doses  or  3 oral  doses,  or  2 salk 
doses  plus  2 oral  doses 

481 

B.C.G.: 

Contact  Scheme  (Whole  County) 

Number  skin  tested  . . . . . . 199 

Number  found  negative  . . . . 141 

Number  vaccinated  ..  ..  ..  123 

School  Children  Scheme  (Whole  County) 

Number  skin  tested  . . . . . . 386 

Number  found  negative  . . . . 325 

Number  vaccinated  ..  . . 319 
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TUBERCULOSIS: 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  during 
the  year,  but  4 of  the  Respiratory  cases,  3 male  and  1 female,  were 
notified  previously  in  another  area.  Three  other  females  suffered 
from  Non-Respiratory  disease.  There  was  only  1 death  from  this 
disease  in  a female,  who  was  first  notified  after  death. 


1963 

1962 

Total  Notifications 

23 

11 

Respiratory 

15  male.  5 female 

6 male.  3 female 

Non-respiratory 

0 male.  3 female 

0 male.  2 female 

The  following  table  gives  the  age  distribution  of  all  new  cases 
notified  during  1963. 


Age 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

Male  Female 

Male  Female 

0 — 15  years 
15 — 20  years 
20 — 25  years 
25 — 30  years 
30 — 40  years 
40 — 50  years 
50 — 60  years 
60  and  over 

1 1 

1 1 

3 0 

0 0 

1 2 

2 0 

3 0 

4 1 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 1 
0 2 
0 0 
0 0 

2 

2 

3 
0 

4 

4 
3 

5 

Total 

15  5 

0 3 

23 
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TUBERCULOSIS  RATES  1963 


Llandeilo 

R.D.C. 

c.c.c. 

England 
and  Wales 

Case  Rates:- 

Respiratory 
Non-respiratory  . . 

0.64 

0.14 

0.41 

Death  Rate:- 

Respiratory 
Non-respiratory  . . 

0.04 

0.00 

0.05 

0.01 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT 

0-00 

The  unit  did  not  visit  the  area  this  year. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 — SECTION  47 

0-0-0- 


Five  persons  were  reported  to  me  during  the  year  as  being  in 
need  of  care  and  attention,  but  no  Order  for  admission  to  a Welfare 
Home  was  required,  as  they  all  eventually  agreed  to  voluntary 
admission.  One  female  has  since  returned  home,  and  is  being  kept 
under  observation. 
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DETAILS  OF  WATER  AND  SEWERAGE  SCHEMES 
WATER  SUPPLIES 

(a)  Schemes  completed  during  the  year: 

Bethlehem  link  of  the  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme 
and  Talley  Extension. 

(b)  In  progress  during  the  year : 

Brynamman  and  Cwmllynfell  Water  Augumentation 
Scheme. 

(c)  Schemes  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  tenders  invited 

Stage  IV  of  the  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme. 

(d)  Awaiting  approval  of  the  Ministry: 

Nil. 

(e)  Schemes  under  consideration  31st  December,  1963: 

Further  extensions  of  the  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

(a)  Schemes  completed  during  the  year: 

Penygroes  and  Blaenau  Sewerage  Scheme 
Capel  Hendre 
Carmel  and  Pantllyn 
Llangadog 

(b)  In  progress  during  the  year: 

Rhosamman  Sewerage  Scheme 
Heolddu  Sewerage  Scheme 

(c)  Schemes  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  tenders  invited 

Nil. 

(d)  Awaiting  approval  of  the  Ministry : 

Angel  Area,  Glanamman 
Tir  Sir  Walter,  Garnant 
Argoed,  Bettws 
Maerdy  Road,  Bettws 
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(e) 


Schemes  under  consideration  31st  December,  1963 


Llanwrda 

Nantgaredig 

Myddfai 

Llanfynydd 

Caeo 

Talley 

Farmers 


Rhandirmwyn 

Llansadwrn 

Cilycwm 

Penybanc,  Llandeilo 
Manordeilo 
Derwvdd 
Pumsaint 


Proposed  Sewer  Extensions: 

Rhosfa,  Brynamman 

Brook  Cottages,  Glynamman  Ward 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


1.  Inspection  for  purpose  of  provision  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Inspections 

No.  of  written 
notices 

Prosecutions 

(i).  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  L.As. 

3 



(ii).  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  L.A. 

12 

_ 

(iii).  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
L.A.  (excluding  outworkers 
premises)  . . 

2 

Total 

17 

- 

- 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  found. 


Number  of  Defects 


Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of 
Prosecut- 
ions 

Want  of  cleanliness  . . 

1 

1 

. 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  . . 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences:- 

(a)  insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

- 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

- 

Other  offences  not  including 

offences  relating  to  outwork 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

2 

2 

- 

- 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  none  in  this  area. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Twelfth  Annual  Report  for 
your  information  and  consideration. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

00-0 


Butchers  Shops 

12 

Cafes 

15 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

11 

Confectioners 

14 

Canteens  and  Clubs 

5 

Food  Factories 

11 

Bakehouses 

10 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers 

26 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . 

5 

Licensed  Premises 

14 

Slaughterhouses  . . 

667 

Factories 

17 

Water  Supplies 

186 

Drainage  . . 

635 

Public  Conveniences 

6 

Rodent  Control 

2213 

Refuse  Disposal 

10 

Infectious  Diseases 

3 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises 

4 

Dwelling  Houses  (P.H.A.) 

17 

Dwelling  Houses  (H.A.)  . . 

235 

Dwelling  Houses  (Miscellaneous  Inspections)  . . 

353 

Council  Houses 

51 

Nuisances  (Miscellaneous) 

93 

Total 

4713 

SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . 37 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  . . 34 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  . . . . 23 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  20 
Works  undertaken  by  Council  in  default  . . 1 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


TABLE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  SAMPLES  FOR  THE  YEAR 


(a)  PUBLIC  SUPPLIES 

Bacteriological  Examinations : 

Number  of  Samples  collected  . . 11 

Number  of  Samples  satisfactory  9 
Number  of  Samples  unsatisfactory  2 

(b)  PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 

Bacteriological  Examinations : 

Number  of  Samples  collected  . . 20 

Number  of  Samples  satisfactory  7 
Number  of  Samples  unsatisfactory  13 

At  the  close  of  the  year  under  review,  72%  of  the  properties 
within  your  area  were  served  with  a supply  of  water  from  Council 
mains.  Or  in  terms  of  people,  something  approaching  nineteen 
thousand,  eight  hundred  (19,800)  out  of  a total  population  of 
twenty-four  thousand,  one  hundred  and  fifty  (24,150)  were  now 
enjoying  this  much  needed  amenity.  And  as  yet,  no  pressure  has 
been  brought  to  bear  on  owners  whose  properties  now  come  within 
the  scope  of  the  Comprehensive  Water  Supply  Scheme.  Many  have 
connected  to  these  mains  voluntarily,  but  I feel  that  the  time  has 
now  arrived  when  statutory  action  should  be  taken  to  ensure  that 
this  much  needed,  and  indeed,  very  costly  scheme,  is  used  to  full 
advantage. 

It  is  my  intention,  therefore,  during  the  coming  year,  to 
endeavour  to  persuade  all  owners  of  property  within  the  scheme, 
who  have  not  as  yet  connected,  to  do  so.  And  where  persuasion 
fails,  I shall  be  seeking  instructions  from  the  Council,  to  serve 
statutory  notices  on  such  owners  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  amended  by  the  Water  Act,  1945, 
and  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961. 
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The  usual  practice  has  been  followed  where  samples  of  water 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  have  proved  to  be  unsat- 
isfactory. In  the  case  of  public  supplies,  the  matter  is  immediately 
reported  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  remedial  action,  whilst 
in  the  case  of  private  supplies,  owners  are  advised  in  each  case  on 
protective  measures  and  repeat  samples  are  taken  when  the  necessary 
works  have  been  implemented. 


The  quality  of  water  serving  your  area  has  been  good  and 
supplies  have  proved  adequate  to  need.  In  the  Brynamman 
area,  where  this  is  not  perhaps  completely  true,  the  Brynamman 
and  Cefnbrynbrain  Augmentation  Scheme  is  now  proceeding,  and 
this,  on  completion,  should  provide  an  adequate  supply  of  whole- 
some water  for  this  area. 
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HOUSE  CONNECTIONS 


Parish 

Main  Supplies 

Private  Supplies 

Direct  to  House 

By  Standpipe 

No.  of 
Houses 

Popul- 

ation 

No.  of 
Houses 

Popul- 

ation 

No.  of 
Houses 

Popul- 

ation 

Llandingat  Without 

5 

17 

— 

— 

86 

301 

Llandeilo  Rural  . . 

877 

3006 

20 

70 

329 

1048 

Llanegwad 

187 

638 

4 

12 

117 

403 

Llangadog  . . 

263 

816 

— 

— 

135 

426 

Llanddeusant 

36 

126 

— 

— 

50 

165 

Llandyfeisant 

4 

14 

— 

— 

15 

56 

Llanfairarybryn  . . 

55 

196 

4 

14 

166 

501 

Llanfihangel  Aber. 

254 

709 

8 

26 

97 

323 

Llanfynydd 

57 

203 

6 

20 

81 

270 

Llangathen 

58 

203 

— 

— 

68 

238 

Llansadwrn 

65 

204 

— 

— 

95 

320 

Llansawel  . . 

63 

221 

— 

— 

103 

354 

Llanwrda  . . 

58 

203 

— 

— 

59 

201 

Talley 

53 

182 

— 

— 

70 

245 

Cynwil  Gaeo 

91 

305 

— 

— 

236 

706 

Cilycwm  . . 

42 

147 

— 

— 

127 

441 

Myddfai 

36 

126 

— 

— 

104 

354 

Betws 

297 

954 

— 

— 

20 

80 

Llandybie  . . 

2352 

8130 

6 

20 

49 

162 

Quarter  Bach 

802 

2707 

— 

— 

12 

42 
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DRAINAGE  AND  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


At  the  close  of  the  current  year,  the  sewerage  schemes  at  Peny- 
groes  and  Blaenau,  Fferws  Hill  and  Tycroes,  Capel  Hendre, 
Carmel  and  Pantllyn,  were  all  virtually  completed,  and  a few 
properties  within  these  schemes  had  already  been  connected  to  the 
Council’s  new  sewers.  These  were  too  few,  however,  to  show  any 
marked  rise  in  the  number  of  water  carriage  systems  of  drainage 
within  your  area,  but  sufficient,  nevertheless,  to  provide  comfort 
and  encouragement  in  the  thought  that  further  batches  of  the 
abominable  pail  closets  were  in  the  process  of  disappearing  from 
the  area  once  and  for  all  time. 

Sixty-one  per  cent,  of  all  properties  within  your  area  are  now 
provided  with  a water  carriage  system  of  drainage,  and  as  suggested 
earlier,  this  figure  is  expected  to  increase  steadily  from  now  onwards. 

Approximately  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  dwelling  houses  within 
your  area  are  provided  with  a good,  modern  bathroom,  and  this 
figure  is  increasing  quietly  year  by  year.  At  first  glance,  this  may 
not  appear  to  be  a very  satisfactory  figure.  But  when  one  considers 
the  purely  rural  nature  of  so  much  of  your  area,  with  its  very  old 
cottages  and  farmhouses,  the  figure,  I believe,  is  reasonably  good. 
In  the  North  District,  with  the  number  of  properties  totalling  three 
thousand,  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six  (3,826),  one  thousand,  four 
hundred  and  thirteen  (1,413)  are  provided  with  baths.  In  the  more 
compact  South  District,  with  the  number  of  properties  totalling 
three  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-three  (3,983),  two  thou- 
sand, four  hundred  and  twenty-six  (2,426)  are  provided  with  baths. 

Perhaps  the  time  will  shortly  come,  and  I sincerely  hope  it  does, 
when  the  powers  that  be  will  finally  decide  that  a bath  is  a ‘must’ 
for  every  dwelling  house,  and  will  give  local  authorities  the  necessary 
powers  to  ensure  that  every  family  can  enjoy  this  essential  aid  to 
good  and  clean  living. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Summary  of  Control  Measures 


Type  of  Property 

No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

No.  of 
Treat- 
ments 

No.  Sect.  4 
Notices 

Block  Treatments 

No. 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Manholes 

L.A.  Property 

24 

24 

— 

Dwellings 

1794 

353 

— 

Business  Property 

31 

31 

— 

21 

209 

22 

Agric.  Property 

364 

— 

— 

Total 

2213 

408 

— 

21 

209 

22 

An  incident  of  the  utmost  interest  occurred  during  the  year 
under  review.  One  morning,  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
my  rodent  operator  brought  for  my  examination,  a caged  white 
rat  which  he  had  trapped  during  the  course  of  an  operation  in  the 
Llandybie  area.  I have  read  and  heard  of  white  rats,  but  never 
before  had  I seen  one. 

Control  measures  generally,  have  maintained  a high  standard 
throughout  the  year,  and  no  major  scare  has  occurred  in  your  area 
such  as  we  have  heard  and  read  of  in  certain  counties  of  England 
and  Wales  during  this  period. 


The  two  factories,  the  Rhosmaen  Tannery  and  The  Creamery, 
Llangadog,  under  contract  with  this  Council,  have  both  expressed 
their  pleasure  and  satisfaction  with  the  service  we  are  providing  at 
these  establishments. 


Out  of  a total  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  four  farm  premises 
inspected,  only  thirty  showed  evidence  of  infestation,  and  these 
were  only  minor  infestations.  All  farms  visited  were  making  their 
own  arrangements  for  coping  with  rats  and  they  were  evidently 
doing  this  remarkably  well. 
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In  addition  to  the  Tannery  and  Creamery,  five  schools  and 
school  canteens  were  attended  to  during  the  year. 

No  cases  of  rat-borne  disease  were  reported  during  the  year 
under  review. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 


This  Act,  which  comes  into  force  on  the  1st  January,  1964, 
introduced  a system  of  licensing  of  boarding  establishments  for 
animals  by  the  local  authority,  the  fee  for  such  licenses  to  be 
determined  by  the  local  authority,  but  to  be  not  more  than  ten 
shillings. 

In  determining  whether  to  grant  a licence,  a local  authority 
shall  in  particular,  have  regard  to  the  need  for  securing  :- 

(a)  That  animals  will  at  all  times  be  kept  in  accommodation 
suitable  as  respects  construction,  size  of  quarters,  number  of 
occupants,  exercising  facilities,  temperature,  lighting,  vent- 
ilation and  cleanliness; 

(b)  that  animals  will  be  adequately  supplied  with  suitable  food, 
drink  and  bedding  material,  adequately  exercised  and  (so 
far  as  necessary)  visited  at  suitable  intervals; 

(c)  that  all  reasonable  precautions  will  be  taken  to  prevent  and 
control  the  spread  among  animals  of  infectious  or  contagious 
diseases,  including  the  provision  of  adequate  isolation 
facilities ; 

(d)  that  appropriate  steps  will  be  taken  for  the  protection  of  the 
animals  in  case  of  fire  or  other  emergency. 

(e)  that  a register  be  kept  containing  a description  of  animals 
received  into  the  establishment,  date  of  arrival  and  departure 
and  name  and  address  of  owner. 

I anticipate  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  issue  two  or  three  such 
licences  in  the  coming  year. 
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MEAT 


Private  Slaughterhouses 

(a)  Management: 

The  four  private  slaughterhouses  within  your  area  have  been 
conducted  in  an  excellent  manner  throughout  the  year.  With  so 
many  regulations  governing  such  establishments,  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  all  are  complied  with  the  whole  time,  and  it  has  been 
necessary  from  time  to  time  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  occupiers 
to  certain  breaches  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Hygiene  Regulations. 

In  this,  the  occupiers  have  proved  most  co-operative,  and  on  no 
occasion  during  the  year  have  I deemed  it  necessary  to  recommend 
prosecution. 


(b)  Meat  Inspection: 

Once  again  I am  pleased  to  report  a hundred  per  cent.  Meat 
Inspection  for  the  year.  The  following  are  the  details  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  inspected  during  this  period  :- 


Bovines  . . . . 977 

Calves  . . . . 1470 

Sheep  . . . . 13400 

Pigs 3197 

Total 19044 


(c)  The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963: 

The  above  regulations  replaced  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924,  and  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October, 
1963. 

One  of  the  main  purposes  is  to  ensure  that  all  home  killed 
meat  is  inspected  before  it  leaves  the  slaughterhouse. 

Owners  of  animals  intended  to  be  slaughtered  at  a private 
slaughterhouse  are  now  required  to  give  twenty-four  hours  notice 
of  slaughter.  In  the  old  regulations,  three  hours  notice  only  was 
required. 
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All  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  inspected  and  past  fit  for 
human  consumption  must  remain  in  the  slaughterhouse  until 
marked.  The  regulations  require  the  officer  marking  the  meat  to 
be  identified.  No  specific  form  of  mark  is  prescribed,  but  it  is 
suggested  by  the  Minister,  that  this  should  give  the  name  of  the 
local  authority  and  a code  number  or  letter  to  identify  the  officer. 

The  regulations  permit  local  authorities  to  charge  for  inspect- 
ions at  rates  not  exceeding 

2/6  per  bovine  animal  (other  than  calf) 

9d.  per  calf  or  pig 

6d.  per  sheep,  lamb  or  goat 

The  Minister  is  empowered  to  vary  particular  rates  of  charges 
if  he  considers  them  unreasonable. 

If  any  person  contravenes  or  fails  to  comply  with  any  of  the 
regulations  he  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  and  shall  be  liable  to 
a fine  not  exceeding  £100  or  to  imprisonment  for  a term  not 
exceeding  three  months,  or  to  both. 


RECORD  OF  CHARGES  MADE 
October  1st  to  December  31st,  1963 


Slaughterhouse 

Animals  Inspected 

Charges 

Made 

Bovines 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

£ s.  d. 

Aberlash,  Bonllwyn 

36 

7 

152 

196 

12  9 6 

Bryn  Road,  Brynamman  . . 

224 

189 

1106 

5597 

194  14  0 

Gate  Road,  Penygroes 

110 

3 

160 

511 

27  17  0 

Brynglas,  Penygroes 

15 

23 

172 

6 7 6 

Total 

385 

199 

1441 

6476 

241  8 0 
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DETAILS  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 


BOVINES 


REASON  FOR  CONDEMNATION  QUANTITY  CONDEMNED  (lbs) 


Fascioliasis  . . . . . . . . . . 476 

Abscesses  . . . . . . . . . . 159 

Cirrhosis  . . . . . . . . . . 231 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Hydatid  Cysts  . . . . . . . . • • 131 

Bruising  . . . . . . . . . . • • 6 

Telangiectosis  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  179 

Contamination  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Necrosis  . . . . . . • • • • • • 35 

Cysticercus  Bo  vis  . . . . . . • • 70 

Echinococcus  . . . . . . • • • • 19 

Johne’s  Disease  . . . . • • • • 30 


Total 1356 


CALVES 


REASON  FOR  CONDEMNATION  QUANTITY  CONDEMNED  (lbs) 


Inflammation 

Abscesses  . . • • • • • • • • ^ 

Q 

Bruising  . . . . • • • • • • • * J 

Immaturity  . . • • • • • • • • ^3 

Total 68 
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SHEEP 


REASON  FOR  CONDEMNATION 

QUANTITY 

CONDEMNED  (lbs) 

Echinococcus 

76 

Fascioliasis 

..  498 

Strongylosis 

42 

Physiological  Degeneration 

30 

Abscesses 

8 

Hydatid  Cysts  . . 

..  586 

Pneumonia 

33 

Cysticercus  Tennuicolis 

14 

Emaciation 

176 

Inflammation  . . 

34 

Bruising  . . 

12 

Total  . . 

. . 

. . 1509 

PIGS 


REASON  FOR  CONDEMNATION 

QUANTITY  CONDEMNED  (lbs) 

Pneumonia 

96 

Pleurisy  . . 

56 

Ascaris  Lumbricoides  . . 

116 

Tuberculosis 

. . 624 

Abscesses 

15 

Inflammation  . . 

58 

Necrosis 

10 

Contamination  . . 

• • 

6 

Total  . . 

. . 

..  981 

GRAND  TOTAL  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 
1 Ton  14  cwts  106  lbs. 
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OTHER  FOODS 


The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  have  undoubtedly  gone  far  to 
improve  conditions  in  food  premises  and  to  reduce  in  some  measure 
at  least,  the  risks  of  food  poisoning.  As  we  advance  in  one  direction, 
however,  so  new  problems  are  presented  in  this  field  to  deter  us 
from  any  sense  of  complacency,  e.g.  :- 


(a)  Soft  Ice-Cream : 

The  sale  of  soft  ice-cream  has,  in  my  opinion,  turned  the  clock 
back  ten  to  fifteen  years.  The  introduction  of  the  small  dispenser 
for  the  manufacturing  of  this  commodity  brings  with  it  the  dangers 
which  prevailed  when  ice-cream  was  often  manufactured  in  all 
types  of  unwholesome  premises.  These  small  machines,  which 
comprise  so  many  parts,  all  of  which  should  be  dismantled  and 
sterilised  at  the  end  of  each  day,  are  dependent  for  their  safety  on 
the  meticulous  care  of  the  shopkeeper.  And  we  have  to  ask  our- 
selves— is  this  essential  process  of  sterilisation  of  the  machine 
carried  out  religiously  by  the  people  who  own  and  use  them?  If 
not,  the  dangers  are  obvious. 


There  are  very  few  of  these  machines  in  your  area  at  the 
present  time.  I would  be  more  at  ease  if  there  were  none.  Every- 
thing, however,  is  being  done  and  will  be  done  to  ensure  that  these 
traders  are  fully  aware  of  the  dangers  involved,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  advice  given  them  will  be  followed  out  in  every  detail. 

(b)  Frozen  Foods: 

Deep  freeze  cabinets  also  require  our  constant  attention.  Where 
these  cabinets  are  not  maintained  and  utilized  as  they  are  intended 
to  be,  it  is  still  possible  for  frozen  foods  to  reach  the  consumer  in  an 
unwholesome  condition.  I have  known  retailers  to  store  fresh 
salmon  and  home-killed  chickens  in  their  deep  freeze  cabinets. 
Such  misuse  causes  temperature  rise  and  risk  of  contamination. 


(c)  Mobile  Food  Shops: 

The  mobile  food  shop  has  really  come  into  its  own  over  the 
past  decade,  and  this  again  presents  its  own  particular  problems. 
There  is  a real  demand  for  this  type  of  amenity,  particularly  in  an 
area  such  as  yours,  and  provided  always  that  they  are  properly 
managed  and  controlled,  they  must  be  welcomed. 
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Inspections  of  these  vehicles  trading  within  your  area  have 
been  made  during  the  year  whenever  opportunity  has  presented 
itself  and  as  far  as  I am  aware,  the  vehicles  serving  your  area  at  the 
present  time  are  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

Miscellaneous  food  premises  have  been  visited  during  the  year 
and  although  advice  has  frequently  been  given  on  various  aspects 
of  food  hygiene  and  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  no 
other  action  has  been  deemed  necessary. 

FOOD  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 


No  foods  were  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  if  there  is  any  significance  in  this,  it  lies  in  the  fact  that 
greater  care  is  being  taken  in  the  handling  and  processing  at  the 
source  and  improved  transportation  from  factory  to  retailer. 

HOUSING 


The  following  are  the  house  construction  figures  for  the  year 
under  review  compared  with  those  for  the  previous  year:- 


1962  1963 


Number  of  Council  Houses  erected  . . . . 20  34 

Number  of  Council  Houses  under  construction  . . 26  44 

Number  of  Private  Houses  erected  . . . . 26  18 

Number  of  Private  Houses  under  construction  . . 23  27 

Number  of  families  rehoused  in  Council  Houses  . . 40  53 


COUNCIL  HOUSES  — WAITING  LIST 


The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  Waiting  List 
decreased  by  eight  during  the  year,  and  the  total  429,  is  made  up 
as  follows:-  r 


Apartments  in  Council  Houses  . . 46 

Apartments  in  Private  Houses  . . 143 

Householders  in  fit  houses  . . . . 148 

Householders  in  unfit  houses  . . 20 

Old  Age  Pensioners  . . . . . . 72 


429 


Total 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE 


A further  34  of  your  unfit  houses  were  cleared  during  the  year 
under  review,  leaving  a residual  problem  of  247  Category  5 houses 
still  to  be  dealt  with.  Of  these,  59  are  owner/occupied  or  tenanted 
by  aged  persons  who  do  not  wish  to  be  disturbed  in  their  latter 
days.  This  is  understandable,  and  as  I have  indicated  in  earlier 
reports,  it  is  not  my  wish,  nor  yours,  that  any  action  should  be  taken 
in  respect  of  these  houses  during  the  life  time  of  these  occupants; 
preliminary  action  in  accordance  with  Section  16  (1)  of  the  Housing 
Act  1957,  has  been  taken  in  respect  of  a further  17;  improvement 
grants  have  been  approved  in  respect  of  17  others;  15  are  in  the 
ownership  of  the  Forestry  Commission,  and  20  are  occupied  by 
families  awaiting  rehousing  by  the  Council. 

The  remaining  119  unfit  houses  are  occupied  by  families  not 
desirous  of  rehousing  by  the  Council  and  who,  at  the  present  time 
are  satisfied  with  their  accommodation.  In  these  cases,  it  is  a 
matter  of  “watching  and  waiting”  and  when  the  time  is  opportune 
taking  the  necessary  action  for  closure  or  demolition. 

At  the  close  of  the  current  year,  the  Council’s  target  for  the 
clearance  of  one  hundred  slum  dwellings  within  the  second  five- 
year  phase  of  the  slum  clearance  drive  ending  31st  December,  1965, 
had  almost  been  reached,  and  by  any  standards  this,  I believe,  is  a 
record  of  which  you  may  well  be  proud. 

The  following  table  portrays  fairly  accurate  the  housing 
conditions  generally  throughout  your  area  at  the  end  of  the  year 
under  review. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS  ON 

31st  DECEMBER 

Category  1 

..  3167 

Category  2 

. . 2075 

Category  3 

..  2146 

Category  4 

174 

Category  5 

247 

Total 

. . 7809 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Seventy-one  discretionary  improvement  grants  schemes  and 
twenty-four  standard  grant  schemes  were  completed  during  the 
year  under  review. 
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ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS  1957-61 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  (Section  9)  . . . . 1 

Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  by  owner  after 

service  of  formal  notice  (Section  9)  . . . . 1 

Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  by  local  authority 

in  default  of  owners  (Section  10)  . . . . Nil 

Number  of  houses  reconstructed  as  a result  of  formal  notice 

(Section  16)  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition 

orders  (Section  17)  . . . . . . . . 2 

Number  of  unfit  houses  closed  as  a result  of  formal  notice 

(Section  16)  . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Number  of  notices  served  in  respect  of  dwelling  houses  over- 
crowded (Section  85)  . . . . . . . . ]\jii 

Number  of  houses  in  which  overcrowding  was  abated  after 

service  of  formal  notice  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  separate  tenement  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made 
(Section  18)  . . . . . . _ j\tjj 

Number  of  condemned  houses  reconstructed  (Section  24)  1 


Number  of  closing  orders  substituted  for  demolition  orders 
(Section  26,  H.A.  1961)  . . 


Nil 
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CONCLUSION 


The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  which  I have  briefly 
covered  in  my  Report,  will  be  of  special  interest  to  members, 
inasmuch  as  the  Council  henceforth,  will  be  reimbursed  to  some 
extent  at  least,  for  the  service  of  meat  inspection. 

Housing  it  will  be  seen,  has  again  played  a major  role  in  the 
activities  of  the  department,  and  it  can  now  be  said  that  your  slum 
clearance  problem  has  been  reduced  to  measurable  proportions. 

I have  endeavoured,  as  always,  to  give  every  aspect  of  our 
work  its  fair  measure  of  attention,  and  looking  back  over  the  year 
under  review,  it  would  be  fair  to  say  that  the  results  have  proved 
most  satisfying  and  encouraging. 

This  has  been  due  to  the  calibre  and  loyalty  of  my  immediate 
colleagues  within  the  department  and  also  very  largely  because  we 
form  part  of  a larger  team  encompassing  all  departments,  whose 
officers  have  at  all  times  supported  me  and  assisted  me  in  my 
endeavours  in  a splendid  manner. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  all  members  of  the  Council  for 
their  continued  interest  and  tolerance  throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  THOMAS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


